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BIRTHDAY OP HENRY W. CLENDENIN. 

August 1, 1917, was the eightieth birthday anniversary of 
H. W. Clendenin, editor-in-chief of the Illinois State Register, 
and a member of the Board of Directors of the Illinois State 
Historical Society. 

At a surprise party tendered him at his home, 1009 South 
Second Street, Springfield, by some of his admiring friends and 
neighbors, he was as energetic as any of his friends. No one 
could have been happier than he. 

After a dinner, arranged by the surprise party, had been 
served; after a beautiful gold-headed cane had been presented 
to him; after congratulatory messages from United States 
Senator James Hamilton Lewis, Hon. William Jennings Bryan, 
Congressman Henry T. Rainey, Circuit Judge Frank W. Burton 
and others had been read, and while the party was enjoying an 
after-dinner smoker, the surprised and delighted editor ex- 
claimed with a boyish laugh — 

"I'm having the time of my life !" 

As was his usual custom, Mr. Clendenin went to his office 
early in the afternoon to supervise the editorial and other 
work. A conspiracy perpetrated by his friends detained him 
at the office until after 6 o'clock. When he went home a 
trifle later than usual, he was astonished, completely surprised 
and delighted to find his home filled with members of the sur- 
prise party. 

There were happy greetings and congratulations all around. 
Dinner was served as arranged by a committee representing the 
surprise party. A huge basket of flowers was presented to Mrs. 
Clendenin. At the conclusion of the dinner, the gathering was 
called to order by Senator Thomas Rees. Circuit Judge Nor- 
man L. Jones of Carrollton, was chosen chairman and presided 
at the presentation of the cane to Mr. Clendenin. Former Con- 
gressman James M. Graham made the presentation speech in 
which a fine tribute was paid to the State Register and its 
editor. 



430 

Mr. Clendenin's heart was touched by the greetings in 
general and the remarks of Judge Jones and Mr. Graham in 
particular. He responded with expressions of deep gratitude 
and thanked all who had helped to make possible such a happy 
birthday anniversary party for him. 

After the cane had been presented to Mr. Clendenin, Hon. 
James H. Matheny made a very pleasing address presenting the 
flowers to Mrs. Clendenin, who accepted them with appropriate 
expressions of thanks, not only for the flowers, but for the 
warmth of the congratulations to Mr. Clendenin. 

V. Y. Dallman, who had acted as secretary for the com- 
mittee on arrangements, was then called upon by Chairman 
Jones to read a number of messages which had been sent to 
him for Mr. Clendenin. 

THE MESSAGE FROM BRYAN. 

A telegram from William Jennings Bryan, sent from Chi- 
cago, read as follows : 

"Chicago, III., August 1, '17. 
"Hon. H. W. Clendenin, Springfield, 111. 

"My Dear Friend: Please accept my most cordial con- 
gratulations upon this, the eightieth anniversary of your birth. 
God has been very good to you in permitting you to retain your 
physical vigor, while endowing you with the wisdom of age. 
May He be as good to your friends, your party and your country 
by sparing you to them for many years to come. 
Affectionately yours, 

William Jennings Bryan." 

prom congressman rainey. 

Congressman Henry T. Rainey of Carrollton, 111., sent the 
following message from Washington, D. C. : 

"Hon. H. W. Clendenin, Springfield, 111. 

"My Dear Friend : Please accept sincere congratulations. 
May I express the hope that you have ahead of you many years 
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of health and continued usefulness for your community, your 
state and your country. 

Henry T. Rainey." 

FROM U. S. SENATOR LEWIS. 

United States Senator James Hamilton Lewis sent a brief 
letter from Washington, D. C, which read as follows: 
"Hon. H. W. Clendenin, Springfield, 111. 

"My Dear Friend: I am honored to congratulate you 
upon reaching that age which certifies the blessing of God upon 
you and the long life which has ever been the reward for faith- 
ful service to country and loving service to mankind. 

"We are reminded by holy law that Enoch was chosen on 
his eightieth birthday as a companion for God and thereafter 
was known as having 'walked with God.' The service you have 
done your State — the counsel you have ever given your city — 
the friendship extended to your friends and the goodness and 
charity to those all about you, have been the virtues which 
blessed every one and were recognized as that for which you 
have been rewarded by the long life of usefulness that you have 
given to the civilization about you. 

"I wish you many years of continued life and that they 
shall be filled with service and joy. I send you this note from 
the heart that acknowledges its indebtedness for your confi- 
dence and from the soul that expresses its gratitude for your 
devotion. 

Sincerely your friend, 

J. Hamilton Lewis/' 

FROM JUDGE FRANK W. BURTON. 

Circuit Judge Frank W. Burton of Carlinville, who was 
one of those planning the event for Mr. Clendenin, was unable 
to be present. In his letter explaining that it was impossible 
for him to be in Springfield, he said : 

"I regret this, but I wish you to tender my sincere regrets 
to the committee, also to Mr. Clendenin; and to express my 
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sincere congratulations and best wishes to our friend that he 
may be spared to be a guiding light to us for many years to 
come. 

Sincerely, 

Fbank W. Burton." 

Messages of regret were also read from Judge Rufus M. 
Potts, City Attorney Albert D. Stevens, Rev. F. W. Allen and 
several others who were called away from the city and were 
unable to be present. 

After the reading of these messages, which were punctuated 
with applause, and which visibly affected Mr. Clendenin, 
Chairman Jones called upon several for remarks, and as the 
smoker progressed many happy tributes of respect were paid to 
Mr. Clendenin. Mrs. Clendenin and members of the family 
joined with the party in planning last night's surprise for Mr. 
Clendenin, and happily participated in the event. 

After all present had paid fitting tributes to Mr. Clendenin 
and The State Register, Mr. Clendenin again expressed his deep 
gratitude and concluded, saying: "My dear friends, when you 
compliment The State Register you compliment not me alone, 
but my associate for these many years — Senator Thomas 
Rees — whose co-operation, courage and ability have been so 
essential to the success of The State Register, of which I am 
the editor." 



